
ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
1 NORTH OLD STATE CAPITOL PLAZA, SUITE 333 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS  62701-1377 
  
June 18, 2026  
  
Mr. Stephen Guinn 
Associate Dean 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary 
1266 North Northwest Highway   
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
Dear Mr. Guinn:  
  
At its June 17, 2026, meeting, the Illinois Board of Higher Education granted 
authority to Central Baptist Theological Seminary to establish the following 
program:   
  

• Master of Christian Care and Counseling in the North Suburban Region  
  
This authorization is based upon the information provided in the application for 
Degree Authority and any supplemental information you may have provided as a 
part of the application. Authorizations are given under the authority delegated to 
the Illinois Board of Higher Education under “The Private College Act” (110 ILCS 
1005), and “The Academic Degree Act” (110 ILCS 1010). To maintain authority to 
grant this degree, the institution must:  
  

1. Maintain standards and conditions equal or substantially equivalent to the 
standards and conditions described in the institution’s application.  
2. File its current catalog annually with the Board of Higher Education; and   
3. Comply with sections 1030.70 and 1030.80 of the rules to implement “the 
Private Colleges Act” (110 ILCS 1010/ et seq.).  

  
This letter constitutes the following:  
  

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authorization to Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary to grant a Master of Christian Care and 
Counseling in the North Suburban Region subject to the institution’s 
implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its 
application and that form the basis upon which this authorization is granted.  

  
If more clarification of this authorization is needed or there are any proposed 
program changes that depart from the approved application, please inform the 
Board staff. Please contact Dr. Nkechi Onwuameze (onwuameze@ibhe.org) if you 
have any questions.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
  
Ginger Ostro  
Executive Director  
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